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to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on June 10, 2015, at 2:15 p.m., in 
room SD–628 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Addressing the Need for Victim 
Services in Indian Country.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on June 10, 2015, at 10 a.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Examining the Federal Regu-
latory System to Improve Account-
ability, Transparency and Integrity.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on June 10, 2015, at 1:30 p.m., in 
room SD–226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Nominations.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FEDERAL SPENDING 
OVERSIGHT AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Federal Spending Over-
sight and Emergency Management of 
the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 10, 2015, at 2:30 p.m. to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Wasteful 
Spending in the Federal Government: 
An Outside Perspective.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources’ Subcommittee on National 
Parks be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on June 10, 2015, 
at 2:30 p.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES ON AGING 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Special 
Committee on Aging be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on June 10, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., in room 
SD–562 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Ringing Off the Hook: Examining the 
Proliferation of Unwanted Calls.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Elizabeth 
Dysart, an intern on Senator LEAHY’s 
personal office staff, be granted Senate 

floor privileges on Wednesday, June 10, 
2015. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF JOHN W. HUBER 
TO BE UNITED STATES ATTOR-
NEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
UTAH 

NOMINATION OF EILEEN MAURA 
DECKER TO BE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY FOR THE CENTRAL 
DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

NOMINATION OF ERIC STEVEN 
MILLER TO BE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT 
OF VERMONT 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations: Exec-
utive Calendar Nos. 142, 143, 144; that 
the Senate proceed to vote without in-
tervening action or debate on the 
nominations in the order listed; that 
following the disposition of the nomi-
nations, the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table; that no further motions be in 
order to the nominations; that any 
statements related to the nominations 
be printed in the RECORD; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action and the Senate 
then resume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations. 

VOTE ON HUBER NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of John W. 
Huber, of Utah, to be United States At-
torney for the District of Utah for the 
term of four years? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON DECKER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Eileen 
Maura Decker, of California, to be 
United States Attorney for the Central 
District of California for the term of 
four years? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON MILLER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Eric Ste-
ven Miller, of Vermont, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of 
Vermont for the term of four years? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session. 

f 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COM-
MISSION CONSOLIDATED RE-
PORTING ACT OF 2015 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 100, S. 253. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 253) to amend the Communica-

tions Act of 1934 to consolidate the reporting 
obligations of the Federal Communications 
Commission in order to improve congres-
sional oversight and reduce reporting bur-
dens. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike 
all after the enacting clause and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 

S. 253 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Commu-
nications Commission Consolidated Reporting 
Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. COMMUNICATIONS MARKETPLACE RE-

PORT. 
Title I of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 

U.S.C. 151 et seq.) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 13. COMMUNICATIONS MARKETPLACE RE-

PORT. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In the last quarter of every 

even-numbered year, the Commission shall pub-
lish on its website and submit to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate a re-
port on the state of the communications market-
place. 

‘‘(b) CONTENTS.—Each report required under 
subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) assess the state of competition in the com-
munications marketplace, including competition 
to deliver voice, video, audio, and data services 
among providers of telecommunications, pro-
viders of commercial mobile service (as defined 
in section 332), multichannel video programming 
distributors (as defined in section 602), broad-
cast stations, providers of satellite communica-
tions, Internet service providers, and other pro-
viders of communications services; 

‘‘(2) assess the state of deployment of commu-
nications capabilities, including advanced tele-
communications capability (as defined in section 
706 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (47 
U.S.C. 1302)), regardless of the technology used 
for such deployment; 

‘‘(3) assess whether laws, regulations, regu-
latory practices, or demonstrated marketplace 
practices pose a barrier to competitive entry into 
the communications marketplace or to the com-
petitive expansion of existing providers of com-
munications services; and 

‘‘(4) describe the agenda of the Commission for 
the next 2-year period for addressing the chal-
lenges and opportunities in the communications 
marketplace that were identified through the as-
sessments under paragraphs (1) through (3). 

‘‘(c) EXTENSION.—If the Senate confirms the 
Chairman of the Commission during the third or 
fourth quarter of an even-numbered year, the 
report required under subsection (a) may be 
published on the website of the Commission and 
submitted to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and the 
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Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate by March 1 of the following 
odd-numbered year. 

‘‘(d) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(1) ASSESSING COMPETITION.—In assessing 

the state of competition under subsection (b)(1), 
the Commission shall consider all forms of com-
petition, including the effect of intermodal com-
petition, facilities-based competition, and com-
petition from new and emergent communications 
services, including the provision of content and 
communications using the Internet. 

‘‘(2) ASSESSING DEPLOYMENT.—In assessing the 
state of deployment under subsection (b)(2), the 
Commission shall include a list of geographical 
areas that are not served by any provider of ad-
vanced telecommunications capability. 

‘‘(3) CONSIDERING SMALL BUSINESSES.—In as-
sessing the state of competition under subsection 
(b)(1) and barriers under subsection (b)(3), the 
Commission shall consider market entry barriers 
for entrepreneurs and other small businesses in 
the communications marketplace in accordance 
with the national policy under section 257(b). 

‘‘(e) NOTIFICATION OF DELAY IN REPORT.—If 
the Commission fails to publish a report by the 
applicable deadline under subsection (a) or (c), 
the Commission shall, not later than 7 days 
after the deadline and every 60 days thereafter 
until the publication of the report— 

‘‘(1) provide notification of the delay by letter 
to the chairperson and ranking member of— 

‘‘(A) the Committee on Energy and Commerce 
of the House of Representatives; and 

‘‘(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

‘‘(2) indicate in the letter the date on which 
the Commission anticipates the report will be 
published; and 

‘‘(3) publish the letter on the website of the 
Commission.’’. 
SEC. 3. CONSOLIDATION OF REDUNDANT RE-

PORTS; CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 
(a) ORBIT ACT REPORT.—Section 646 of the 

Communications Satellite Act of 1962 (47 U.S.C. 
765e) is repealed. 

(b) SATELLITE COMPETITION REPORT.—Section 
4 of Public Law 109–34 (47 U.S.C. 703) is re-
pealed. 

(c) INTERNATIONAL BROADBAND DATA RE-
PORT.—Section 103(b)(1) of the Broadband Data 
Improvement Act (47 U.S.C. 1303(b)(1)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘the assessment and re-
port’’ and all that follows through ‘‘the Federal 
Communications Commission’’ and inserting ‘‘its 
report under section 13 of the Communications 
Act of 1934, the Federal Communications Com-
mission’’. 

(d) STATUS OF COMPETITION IN THE MARKET 
FOR THE DELIVERY OF VIDEO PROGRAMMING RE-
PORT.—Section 628 of the Communications Act 
of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 548) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (g); 
(2) by redesignating subsection (j) as sub-

section (g); and 
(3) by transferring subsection (g) (as redesig-

nated) so that it appears after subsection (f). 
(e) REPORT ON CABLE INDUSTRY PRICES.—Sec-

tion 623(k) of the Communications Act of 1934 
(47 U.S.C. 543(k)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘annually 
publish’’ and inserting ‘‘publish with its report 
under section 13 of the Communications Act of 
1934’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), in the heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘ANNUAL’’. 

(f) TRIENNIAL REPORT IDENTIFYING AND ELIMI-
NATING MARKET ENTRY BARRIERS FOR ENTRE-
PRENEURS AND OTHER SMALL BUSINESSES.—Sec-
tion 257 of the Communications Act of 1934 (47 
U.S.C. 257) is amended by striking subsection 
(c). 

(g) STATE OF COMPETITIVE MARKET CONDI-
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO COMMERCIAL MOBILE 
RADIO SERVICES.—Section 332(c)(1)(C) of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 
332(c)(1)(C)) is amended by striking the first and 
second sentences. 

(h) PREVIOUSLY ELIMINATED ANNUAL RE-
PORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 4 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 154) is amended— 

(A) by striking subsection (k); and 
(B) by redesignating subsections (l) through 

(o) as subsections (k) through (n), respectively. 
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Commu-

nications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) is 
amended— 

(A) in section 9(i), by striking ‘‘In the Com-
mission’s annual report, the Commission shall 
prepare an analysis of its progress in developing 
such systems and’’ and inserting ‘‘The Commis-
sion’’; and 

(B) in section 309(j)(8)(B), by striking the last 
sentence. 

(i) ADDITIONAL OUTDATED REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Communications Act of 

1934 (47 U.S.C. 151 et seq.) is amended— 
(A) in section 4— 
(i) in subsection (b)(2)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘and 

shall furnish notice of such action’’ and all that 
follows through ‘‘subject of the waiver’’; and 

(ii) in subsection (g)— 
(I) by striking paragraph (2); and 
(II) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (2); 
(B) in section 215— 
(i) by striking subsection (b); and 
(ii) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (b); 
(C) in section 227(e)— 
(i) by striking paragraph (4); and 
(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (5) through 

(9) as paragraphs (4) through (8), respectively; 
(D) in section 303(u)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘sec-

tion 713(f)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 713(e)’’; 
(E) in section 309(j)— 
(i) by striking paragraph (12); 
(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (13) through 

(17) as paragraphs (12) through (16), respec-
tively; and 

(iii) in paragraph (14)(C), as redesignated— 
(I) by striking clause (iv); and 
(II) by redesignating clauses (v) and (vi) as 

clauses (iv) and (v), respectively; 
(F) in section 331(b), by striking the last sen-

tence; 
(G) in section 336(e), by amending paragraph 

(4) to read as follows: 
‘‘(4) REPORT.—The Commission shall annually 

advise the Congress on the amounts collected 
pursuant to the program required by this sub-
section.’’; 

(H) in section 338(k)(6), by striking ‘‘section 
396(k)(6)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
396(j)(6)(B)’’; 

(I) in section 339(c)— 
(i) by striking paragraph (1); 
(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through 

(5) as paragraphs (1) through (4), respectively; 
(iii) in paragraph (3)(A), as redesignated, by 

striking ‘‘paragraph (2)’’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graph (1)’’; and 

(iv) in paragraph (4), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (4)’’ and inserting 
‘‘paragraphs (1) and (3)’’; 

(J) in section 396— 
(i) by striking subsections (i) and (m); 
(ii) by redesignating subsections (j) through (l) 

as subsections (i) through (k), respectively; 
(iii) in subsection (j), as redesignated— 
(I) in paragraph (1), by striking subparagraph 

(F); 
(II) in paragraph (3)(B)(iii)— 
(aa) by striking subclause (V); 
(bb) by redesignating subclause (VI) as sub-

clause (V); and 
(cc) in subclause (V), as redesignated, by 

striking ‘‘subsection (l)(4)(B)’’ and inserting 
‘‘subsection (k)(4)(B)’’; and 

(III) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘subsection 
(1)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (k)(3)(B)’’; 
and 

(iv) in subsection (k), as redesignated— 
(I) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking ‘‘shall be 

included’’ and all that follows through ‘‘The 
audit report’’; and 

(II) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘subsection 
(k)’’ each place that term appears and inserting 
‘‘subsection (j)’’; 

(K) in section 398(b)(4), by striking the third 
sentence; 

(L) in section 399B(c), by striking ‘‘section 
396(k)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 396(j)’’; 

(M) in section 615(l)(1)(A)(ii), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 396(k)(6)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 
396(j)(6)(B)’’; 

(N) in section 624A(b)(1)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘REPORT; REGULATIONS’’ and 

inserting ‘‘REGULATIONS’’; 
(ii) by striking ‘‘Within 1 year after’’ and all 

that follows through ‘‘on means of assuring’’ 
and inserting ‘‘The Commission shall issue such 
regulations as are necessary to assure’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘Within 180 days after’’ and 
all that follows through ‘‘to assure such com-
patibility.’’; and 

(O) in section 713— 
(i) by striking subsection (a); 
(ii) by redesignating subsections (b), (c), (d), 

(e), (f), (g), (h), and (j) as subsections (a), (b), 
(c), (d), (e), (f), (g), and (h), respectively; 

(iii) in subsection (a), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘subsection (d)’’ each place that term 
appears and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)’’; 

(iv) in subsection (b), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘subsection (b)’’ each place that term 
appears and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)’’; 

(v) in subsection (c), as redesignated, by strik-
ing ‘‘subsection (b)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(a)’’; 

(vi) in subsection (e)(2)(A), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘subsection (h)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (g)’’; and 

(vii) in subsection (f), as redesignated, by 
striking ‘‘subsection (e)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (d)(2)’’. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) MIDDLE CLASS TAX RELIEF AND JOB CRE-

ATION ACT OF 2012.—Section 6401(b) of the Middle 
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 
(47 U.S.C. 1451(b)) is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(15)(A)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(14)(A)’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘(16)(B)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(15)(B)’’. 

(B) TITLE 17.—Title 17, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(i) in section 114(d)(1)(B)(iv), by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 396(k)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 396(j)’’; and 

(ii) in section 119(a)— 
(I) in paragraph (2)(B)(ii)— 
(aa) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘section 

339(c)(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 339(c)(2)’’; 
(bb) in subclause (II), by striking ‘‘section 

339(c)(4)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 339(c)(3)’’; and 
(cc) in subclause (III), by striking ‘‘section 

339(c)(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 339(c)(2)’’; 
(II) in paragraph (3)(E), by striking ‘‘section 

339(c)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 339(c)(1)’’; and 
(III) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘section 

339(c)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 339(c)(1)’’. 
SEC. 4. EFFECT ON AUTHORITY. 

Nothing in this Act or the amendments made 
by this Act shall be construed to expand or con-
tract the authority of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. 
SEC. 5. OTHER REPORTS. 

Nothing in this Act or the amendments made 
by this Act shall be construed to prohibit or oth-
erwise prevent the Federal Communications 
Commission from producing any additional re-
ports otherwise within the authority of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission. 

Mr. FLAKE. I ask unanimous consent 
that the committee-reported amend-
ment be agreed to, the bill, as amend-
ed, by read a third time and passed, 
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed 

for a third reading and was read the 
third time. 

The bill (S. 253), as amended, was 
passed. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARIES OF THE RATIFICA-
TION OF THE 13TH, 14TH, AND 
15TH AMENDMENTS TO THE CON-
STITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
198, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 198) commemorating 

the 150th anniversaries of the ratification of 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States, often re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Second Founding’’ of the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on Sep-
tember 17, 1787, George Washington, 
James Madison, and their fellow fram-
ers made the momentous decision to 
sign the Constitution and send it along 
to the American people for ratifica-
tion—marking a new beginning in our 
Nation’s profound experiment in de-
mocracy. 

While the Constitutional Convention 
in Philadelphia in 1787 established the 
firm foundation for our democracy, it 
was not complete because it did not ad-
dress the vexing issue of slavery. It 
would take more than seven decades 
and a bloody civil war before our 
founding charter would right that 
wrong. 

This year marks the sesquicenten-
nial, or the 150th anniversary, of the 
Thirteenth Amendment, which, along 
with the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Amendments, has been described by 
scholars as our Nation’s ‘‘Second 
Founding.’’ Ratified by President Lin-
coln and his generation after the Civil 
War, these second founding amend-
ments transformed our original charter 
by ending slavery, banning racial dis-
crimination in voting, and elevating 
liberty and equality to a central place 
in our constitutional order. While we 
rightly celebrate our original founding 
charter, we have often overlooked the 
importance of these subsequent amend-
ments, which has served as the bedrock 
and inspiration to procuring equality 
for racial minorities and women. 

On January 31, 1865, Congress passed 
the Thirteenth Amendment to end 
slavery and sent it to the States for 
ratification. Passage of that amend-
ment was by no means an easy feat. As 
brilliantly captured by Steven 
Spielberg in his film ‘‘Lincoln,’’ the 
final vote was every bit as dramatic as 
the film’s portrayal. Doris Kearns 
Goodwin’s award-winning book, ‘‘Team 
of Rivals,’’ noted that before this his-

toric vote: ‘‘Every available foot of 
space, both in the galleries and on the 
floor of the House, was crowded at an 
early hour,’’ and the attendees in-
cluded Chief Justice Chase and the 
members of the Supreme Court, along 
with Secretary of State William Sew-
ard. 

Without the support of five Demo-
crats who became the swing votes, the 
amendment would never have passed. 
One Pennsylvania congressman, know-
ing that his vote could very well cost 
him his seat, said right before he cast 
his vote that ‘‘If by my action today I 
dig my political grave, I will descend 
into it without a murmur.’’ I am proud 
to say that both of Vermont’s Senators 
voted in favor of the amendment, in-
cluding Senator Solomon Foot, who 
served as President pro tempore of the 
Senate during the Civil War, and Sen-
ator Jacob Collamer, who was called 
the ‘‘Green Mountain Socrates’’ by 
Senator Charles Sumner of Massachu-
setts. Upon the amendment’s passage, 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton or-
dered 100 guns to fire with their heavi-
est charges while the names of those 
who voted in favor of the amendment 
were read aloud because ‘‘History 
[would] embalm them in great honor.’’ 

Upon passage, President Lincoln re-
ceived praise from even his most ar-
dent critics, including the prominent 
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison, 
who once burned a copy of the Con-
stitution while calling it a proslavery 
document. 

While this year marks the 150th anni-
versary of the passage and ratification 
of the Thirteenth Amendment, we 
should celebrate the second founding 
amendments together, for they are in-
extricably bound. The Fourteenth 
Amendment, passed in 1866 and ratified 
in 1868, is perhaps the single most in-
fluential amendment passed after the 
Bill of Rights. This week also marks 
the 149th anniversary of the passage of 
the 14th Amendment in the Senate. It 
was under the command of the Four-
teenth Amendment providing equal 
protection for all citizens that the Su-
preme Court held that separate was in-
herently unequal in Brown v. Board of 
Education; that marriage is a funda-
mental right that cannot be tainted 
with racial discrimination in Loving v. 
Virginia; that women could not be de-
nied admission into an all-male mili-
tary institute because of their gender 
in United States v. Virginia; and many 
others, including hopefully, that the 
fundamental right to marriage extends 
to all individuals regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity in 
Obergefell v. Hodges. 

Ratification of the Thirteenth and 
Fourteenth Amendments cannot be 
separated from the Fifteenth, which 
outlawed racial discrimination in vot-
ing. In 1865, one month after the end of 
the Civil War, William Lloyd Garrison 
called for disbanding an anti-slavery 
society of which Frederick Douglass 
and others were members. Prescient as 
ever, and about 100 years before the 

passage of the Voting Rights Act, Fred-
erick Douglass responded that ‘‘Slav-
ery is not abolished until the black 
man has the ballot.’’ 

As we celebrate the second founding 
amendments, we must also take time 
to recognize that issues of race con-
tinue to plague our Nation. And as far 
as we have come, we still have a lot 
further to go in our march toward a 
more perfect union. There are some 
who would confine the fight for civil 
rights to a bygone era. They see it as a 
remnant of the distant past in our Na-
tion’s history. And they cite the elec-
tion of an African American president 
as evidence that we have somehow 
achieved full equality under the law. 
But we know the struggle for equality 
and for civil rights is ongoing. The 
fight for a more perfect union is one 
that every generation must contribute 
to—including this one. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 198) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 
2015 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Thursday, June 
11; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; that following leader 
remarks, the Senate be in a period of 
morning business for 1 hour, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each; further, that the 
time be equally divided in the usual 
form; finally, that following morning 
business, the Senate then resume con-
sideration of H.R. 1735. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
it stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:16 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
June 11, 2015, at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 
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